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Mystery. muckraking, human drama amt 
,hcer derring-do — this book has them all- 
ttt good measure. The authors are well 
.known: Hinckle as the former editor of 
1 Ramparts, Turner lex- 1 K 1 1 as author of 

“Invisible Witness” and “J. Edgar Hoo- 
ver and the FBI,” Asinof for many 
books. Their collective sympathies sug- 
gest a special interest in a possible CIA 
role in the astonishing “ten-second jail- 
break” which is the climax of their narra- 
tive. An American businessman and one- 
time Caribbean gun-runner named Joel 
David Kaplan was convicted by Mexican! 
courts for the 1961 murder of his partner, \ 
Luis Vidal, Jr. Three others were either j 
acquitted on the same evidence or re- 
leased through diplomatic intervention. 
After serving nine years, Kaplan was 
sprung from Mexico’s Acatitla Prison on 
August 18, 1971, by an intrepid pilot 
named Vic Stadter hired by Kaplan’s sis- 
ter. ClA-Cuban rightist overtones hang 
heavy over the narrative, which most will 
read as grimly entertaining suspense 
drama. Eight, pages of photos. [May /0J 
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meet Joel 
David Kaplan. 
Rmerican 
businessman, 
international 
playboy, 
gunrunner, 
resident uf a 
mexican prisun. 

The 10-Second Jaitbreak is a 
fascinating study of a caper that 
would put James Bond to shame. 

Here, for the first time, is the 
whole-account of Kaplan’s bizarre 
escape by helicopter from a Mexican 
prison that made newspaper head- 
lines around the world. 

Who masterminded the escape? 

What are the CIA, the Mafia, and 
Cuban agents doing in this case? 

Why was Kaplan in jail in the 
first place? 

Get ready for the surprise best 
seller of 1973! 




The Helicopter Escape of Joel David Kaplan 
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